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COURSE TITLE AND NO:

Early Childhood Education: Early Childhood Programs - CI 632
SEMESTER AND YEAR:

Spring Semester, 2006


TEXT AND COMPUTER 

INFORMATION:


No textbook.  There will be several Internet searches for material regarding various topics for discussion. Guidelines for acceptable computer usage will apply.  See http://www.marshall.edu/ucs/CS/accptuse.asp.
INSTRUCTOR:    

Name:         
Janet Dozier





    

Office:

Jenkins Hall 130







Office Hrs:
Monday and Wednesday 11:00am-1:00 pm, Monday 3:00-4:00 pm, others by appointment.

Phone/Email:
 696-3102 - dozier2@marshall.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  CREDITS; PREREQUISITE:

An examination and assessment of past and present programs for young children with opportunity provided for curriculum development.

CREDITS:



3 hours credit

DESIRED LEARNER OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES:

OBJECTIVES:

1.
To gain and extend knowledge of selected past theories and contemporary theorists influencing early education.

2.
To identify significant periods in the history of early education and demonstrate an understanding of the socio-cultural, historical and political forces that have impacted on the diverse delivery systems of programs offered for young children and families.

3. Compare and contrast current trends and issues with historical ones in the early education movement and assess curriculum to determine appropriateness for kindergarten/primary.

4.
Given a framework for analysis, select and critically analyze and compare current early childhood programs and be able to develop and evaluate curricular for children from diverse cultural and language backgrounds, as well as children of different age and developmental levels, including children with disabilities and delays.

5.
Understand the term program model refers to a distinctive configuration of components, such as target populations, objectives, teacher’s role, scheduling, curriculum, space arrangement, grouping, equipment, materials and family inclusion.

6.
Compare how philosophies have affected the various approaches to early childhood education as demonstrated in programs in the United States and abroad.

7.
Demonstrate an understanding of how multicultural, socio-economic conditions, alternative life styles, and individual  needs should be considered when planning educational programs for young children and understand the diversity of systems available to young children and their families.

8.
Critically assess alternative perspectives considered in the development of programs for young children, families, current research data, and implications for teachers of young children.

9.
Critically analyze curriculum alternatives presented in the different program models and determine if they are developmentally appropriate for children ages 3-8 years.

10.
Understand that the search for appropriate ways of serving diverse and atypical populations is constantly being sought and many current programs offer insight into meeting the special needs of these populations and families, therefore our work with children is constantly under construction.

REQUIREMENTS:
A.
Each student will select from the current models, a program for analysis.  Each student will select and prepare an in-depth analysis of one contemporary program model using the framework for analysis provided by the instructor.  Complete copies of your report (analysis) should be made available for each member of the class and distributed prior to your scheduled presentation date.  These can be posted to the email list when available. 

B.  
An oral report, related to the above program model is also required.  This oral presentation should include a demonstration of materials, activities, and any other aspect characteristic of this model, plus video if possible.

It is also desirable to include any other visuals you may deem necessary to convey aspects of your program.  A schedule following approximate the order will be given.

REPORT MUST NOT BE READ.  YOU MUST BE FAMILIAR WITH THIS REPORT THAT YOU TALK TO US 

ABOUT IT.  WE WILL READ THE REPORT - YOU POINT OUT IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE REPORT.

C.
Each student will research the topics as assigned.  Upon obtaining and reading the required material, the student will write a brief reflection of each.  These reflections should include:

1.
Proof of reading the material.

2.
How the material applies to your teaching setting.

3.
The pros and cons of this program.

4.
Your opinion of the program presented.

D.  
Each student will select two influential persons from educational history.  The student will develop a one- page bullet sheet on the selected person.  These will be presented orally and in written form to members of the class.

All written work must follow the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association format. Your report must  be in narrative form and well documented. 

EVALUATION/MEASUREMENT/ASSESSMENT OF LEARNER OUTCOMES: 


You will be expected:

1.
Attend all class sessions and be prepared to participate in class discussions (demonstrated by chapter reflections).

2.
Research and present findings related to the analysis of an early education program.

3.
Research and present a fact sheet about an historical contributor to early childhood programs

4.
Present an extended learning area demonstrating the teaching philosophy of the program you analyze.

GRADING POLICY:
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FINAL GRADES WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

A.
An in-depth analysis of program model. Grading criteria below.

B.
Oral presentation to supplement the program analysis.

C.
Oral and written presentation of contributors.

D.
Oral and written presentation chapter material. 

E.
Presentation of extended learning area.  Grading criteria will be given.

F.
Attendance and participation.

GRADING SCALE:

A = 93-100%

B = 85-92%

C = 77-84%

D = 69-76%

F = 68% and below
NOTE: IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ WIDELY AND ALSO READ THE TEXT ON ASSIGNED TOPICS.  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  
POLICY REGARDING (DUE DATES-MAKE-UPS) ON MAJOR PROJECTS AND EXAMINATIONS AND OTHER ASSIGNMENTS.

Analysis of program 

200 points

Topic reflections 

180 points

Presentation


100 points

Fact sheet


100 points

Examinations


200 points

Total  points 780 points
POLICY STATEMENT (DUE DATES, MAKE-UPS) ON MAJOR PROJECTS AND EXAMINATIONS AND OTHER ASSIGNMENTS:
POLICY REGARDING ACADEMICS DISHONESTY
1.
Because this course requires written papers, we are concerned that plagiarism may become an issue.  We define plagiarism as the use of another person’s words or ideas without giving that person credit in an approved manner.  When we suspect a case of plagiarism, we will speak to the student personally and ask the student to redo the paper. If work is not satisfactorily completed, the student will not receive credit for the course. BE SURE TO DOCUMENT YOUR REPORT!!!!

POLICY REGARDING PARTICIPATION
2.
Participation in class discussion is most important. All participants share responsibility for active involvement in class discussions. A high level of interaction will maximize the learning of all.  This will necessitate reading of the text and other sources relating to programs for young children.

POLICY REGARDING EXAMINATIONS
3.
Exams will be based on ALL information assigned in the course. This includes the text, lectures, discussions, videotapes, and written and oral reports.  Details of exams will be discussed in class prior to exams.

POLICY REGARDING MAKE-UP EXAMS
4.
It is your responsibility to be present and take each exam as scheduled. NO MAKE UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN. Make-up exam means any exam not taken with the whole class during scheduled exam time. If exam is not taken when scheduled, a grade of zero is given.

POLICY REGARDING LATE ASSIGNMENTS
5.
All assignments are expected when due. Analysis papers must be turned in one week prior to presentation. If you are going to be late in turning in an assignment, please inform me before that class session. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!

POLICY REGARDING DUE DATES


6.
Dates will be listed on schedule of classes.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students enrolled in the teacher education program are expected to develop certain characteristics and skills that will be needed for their professional lives. One of those characteristics is dependability.  We expect you to attend all class sessions and to arrive promptly. If you must miss class because of illness or other emergencies, please notify us before the class sessions.  Absences will be excused for the following:
a.
Personal illness

b.
Critical illness or death in the immediate family
c.
Severe weather conditions

Excessive absences will result in a lower final grade.

SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT:

This college has made a commitment to social justice.  No one will be discriminated against on the basis of race, sex, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, social class, or differing viewpoints.  Each student will be viewed as a valuable part of this class.

POLICY REGARDING DISABLED STUDENTS:

Marshall University is committed to making all programs, services, and activities fully accessible to students with disabilities.  The mission of the Disabled Student Services Office is to provide the educational and physical accessibility support necessary for students to achieve their academic goals and to promote as much independence as possible on the part of students with disabilities

COURSE PHILOSOPHY AND THEMES TO BE DEVELOPED:
Teachers in early childhood classrooms are called upon to provide developmentally appropriate programs for young children. You have, in previous courses, learned how to organize and administer such programs. In addition to the knowledge and skills previously learned, you will need to develop the knowledge and skills of curriculum continuity. Therefore, the purpose of this class is three-fold: 

1. To critically analyze and assess both historical and contemporary early education program models.

2. To assess the curriculum that emerges and learning experiences to determine if they appropriately link children’s prior knowledge in a natural progression toward enriched conceptual development, promote creative thinking, problem solving, broad competencies and strategies are transferable across subject areas.

3.  To determine which program(s) offer the best framework for instruction - one that integrates curriculum and allows children to acquire concepts and skills at their level of development.

COURSE OUTLINE:
COURSE TOPICS
Course Introduction

Early Childhood Defined

Historical Perspective

Innovations in Early Education

Impact of Head Start and Other Compensatory Programs

Emphasis on Parents

Analysis of Programs

Infant and Toddlers Model

Montessori Model

Traditional Program Models

Contemporary Program Models

Others

Issues that differentiate programs.

Current research

A FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS

Early Childhood education programs can be analyzed and evaluated through the use of the following framework:

1.0
Assumptions - The basic "givens" of a program.

1.1
Assumptions about the client.  How does the program perceive of the child and of childhood?  Are parents considered clients as well?

1.2
Assumption about the educative process.  Are there specific theories of learning or of instruction underlying the program?  Are they related?

1.3
Assumptions about the school.  Is the school conceived of as a broad social agency or as narrowly concerned with limited learnings?

1.4
Assumptions about the teacher.  Is the teacher considered as an instrument of the program or is she a major decision maker?

2.0
Goals of the program - The purposes of the program.

2.1
Long-range goals.  What long-range objectives are to be achieved?

2.2
Short-term objectives.  Are immediate objectives stated?

2.3
Relationship between the two.  Are long- and short- range goals consistent?

2.4
Degree of specificity of objectives.  Are objectives stated as observable behavior?  Are objectives stated in other ways?

3.0
Curriculum - The content of the program

3.1
Range of content of the program.  Is the program broadly or narrowly conceived?

3.2
Sequence of learning or experiences.  Is a specific sequence prescribed?

4.0
Method - The teaching strategies used.

4.1
Child-child transactions.  What is the nature of the child-and-child transaction behavior?

4.2
Child-teacher transactions.  What is the nature of the child-teacher transaction behavior?

4.3
Child-materials transactions.  What is the nature of the child-and-material transaction behavior?

4.4
Explicitness of prescriptions.  How explicitly are these transactions prescribed?

5.0
Style - The degree of personalization allowed in teaching the program.

6.0
Organization - The way in which elements are put together.

6.1
Scheduling.  How is time used?

6.2
Spatial organization.   How are resources deployed?

6.3
Grouping of children.  Are children grouped in some specific manner in the program?

6.4
Use of staff.  What kinds of staffing patterns are suggested?

7.0
Effectiveness

7.1
Achievement of goals.  Is there information about the degree to which the program can achieve its goals?

7.2
Comparisons with other programs.  How does the program compare with other available programs?

8.0
Practicality

8.1
Cost of program.  How much does the program cost to implement?

8.2
Staff requirements.  How many staff members are needed?

8.3
Space requirements.  How much space is needed?

8.4
Materials requirements.  What kinds and quantities of materials must be used in the program?

8.5
Availability of supportive resources.  Are the necessary materials available?  Are resource materials and persons available to support the program?

9.0
Current status of the program?  Does this model still exist in some form?

The above nine items are to be put in narrative form when preparing your analysis.

Your paper should be bound (a three-ring binder) and tabbed.
CI 632 Schedule

Spring, 2006

Please note this is a tentative schedule and subject to changes as the class progresses.

	Date
	Classroom Activities
	Things that are due

	1/14
	Meet and greet:  Discuss models
	

	1/21
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day No Class
	

	1/28
	Behaviorist movement:  Bereiter and Engleman, and Distar
	Bereiter and Engleman

Skinner
Pavlov



	2/4
	Maturationist Movement:  Montessori Program
	Montessori method
Pestalozzi,

Rousseau,

Chomsky,

Froebel,

Kohlberg

	2/11
	Constructivist Movement:  Development Interaction (Piaget)
	Bank Street
Mitchell,

Dewey,

Bruner,

Hill

	2/18
	Kamii and DeViries and Perry Preschool Program
	Perry Preschool Program
Vygotsky,

Elkind,

Bredekamp,

Katz,

Gardner

	2/25
	Examination One
	

	3/3
	Universal Pre-K, Creative Curriculum/High Scope
	WV Early Learning Standards Framework, GA project, LA project, and NY project

	3/10
	Reggio Emilia and Project Approach
	Reggio Emilia and Project Approach

	3/17
	Family Literacy  and after-school programs
	

	3/24
	SPRING BREAK!!!!!
	

	3/31
	Multilingual and Inclusion
	

	4/7
	Student presentations
	

	4/14
	Student presentations
	

	4/21
	Student presentations
	

	4/28
	Student presentations
	

	5/5
	Final examination
	


