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COURSE TITLE AND NO:
Language and Cognition in Early Childhood

SEMESTER AND YEAR:
Spring, 2009
TEXT INFORMATION:

Siegler, Robert and Alibali, Martha (2005).  Children's Thinking.  (Fourth Edition) Upper Saddle River, NJ; Prentice Hall


INSTRUCTOR: 
 Name:

 Janet Dozier

Office:

Jenkins Hall 130







Office Hrs:
Corbly Hall 118: Monday and Wednesday 11-12pm Jenkins Hall 130 Monday 2-4 pm and Friday 8-9 am

Phone/Email:
 696-3102 - dozier2@marshall.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION: CREDITS; PREREQUISITIES:
This course is an examination of selected studies in language acquisition and cognitive development of children from birth to eight years of age.

CREDITS:

3 hours credit



PREREQUISITES:
None


DESIRED LEARNER OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES:

1.
To critically analyze the most prominent theories of language acquisition and cognitive develop.


2.
To compare and contrast major cognitive and language theories and indicate their impact on current practices with young children.


3.
To identify and discuss the stages in development of thought and language.


4.
To analyze the stages of thinking and determine appropriate strategies to enhance each stage.


5.
Compare and contrast the beliefs of Vygotsky, Piaget, Montessori, Dewey, Goodman, Chomsky, Erikson, Katz, Gardner and others in relationship to development of language and thought.

6. To develop awareness that mental and physical activities are important for children's cognitive and linguistical development.
7. To understand the importance of keeping abreast of current trends in language and cognition and provide assessment of innovative ideas for teaching young children.


8. To develop cognitive and linguistic foundations of literacy in young children and provide appropriate ways of enhancing reading, writing, and oral skills.

9. To develop an understanding of the ability to meet the needs of students from diverse backgrounds through a variety of strategies such as multi age grouping, cooperative learning, appropriate questioning techniques, inquiry models, and large and small group instruction.

10. To critically explore research findings and methods of language and cognition and translate these findings into practice, demonstrate personal growth in research skills, and ability to develop and implement applied and naturalistic research in the classroom.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
     1. 
Select and carry out an individual literature research project.  This will be presented in the form of a paper and an oral presentation to the class.

2. Develop and present a project, which focuses on language and/or cognition.  This will be in the form of a learning center, or early education project.

3. Reading assigned text materials, actively participate in discussions and write the accompanying reflection.  Be sure to include proof of reading the text. 
4. Select articles of interest to be shared with the class for weekly discussion.  
5. Comparison of current thinking on the themes to be developed from leading educational journals (see Course Outline for topics).


 THEMES TO BE DEVELOPED 
Early educator’s views of linguistical and thought development have changed radically over the years.  Teachers realize that they cannot teach reading, writing, and thinking as separate subjects - learning one system is integral to learning the other.  Just as young children learn the functions, forms, and rules of language simultaneously, we realize this must take place in an active, interesting environment.  Teachers who are knowledgeable about development will find appropriate ways of adapting the classroom so that language and thinking will be enhanced.  Opportunities for extending language and thinking should be presented in multiple forms.

Teachers of young children realize language is developed as part of children's internal cognitive structure rather than acquired and that language is always changing.

FORMAT FOR SEMINAR PAPER

Include the following in your paper:

1 Introduction
2 Statement of the problem:  Rationale or justification of problem.
3 Review of Literature.  This should be an extensive section in which you do a complete review of current literature related to your topic.  This section should reflect at least 5 primary resources plus secondary sources.  Develop a study of studies (an annotated bibliography). 

4 Your discussion of the findings overall. 

5 Your conclusions based upon the research
6 Bibliography

FORMAT FOR CHAPTER REFLECTIONS

Include the following in your paper:

1. Key issues and theories

2. How you will use this information

3. Questions for discussion

a. Concepts I don’t quite understand

b. Concepts presented in ways that I do not agree

c. Concepts I want to delve into deeper

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT:  Each week you will be expected to bring in an article for discussion from a peer reviewed journal on a contemporary topic regarding the development of language and thinking in young children.  Young children are defined as children between the ages from birth through age eight.  The topics may include children who are typically developed and atypically developed, children for whom English is their second language and children who have sensory impairments which impact their development.

EVALUATION /MEASUREMENT/ASSESSMENT OF LEARNER OUTCOMES:

 Each student is expected to attend all class sessions and be prepared to actively participate in discussions.

 Compare and contrast leading early education journals.

 Cooperative group work.

 Library and computer research.

Chapter reflections

Three Exams

GRADING POLICY:
Grades will be based on the following items.

A.
Seminar paper
B.  
Examinations

C.  
Chapter Reflections

D.
Attendance

E.
Appropriate participation in discussions of articles and chapters

The exams will be based on ALL information presented in the course. This includes the textbook, journals, lectures, discussions, films, videotapes, written and oral reports and assigned readings.

Details of exams will be discussed in the class meetings prior to the exams.

GRADING SCALE:

A = 93-100%

B = 85-92%

C = 77-84%

D = 69-76%

F = 68% and below 

POLICY STATEMENT (DUE DATES, MAKE-UPS) ON MAJOR PROJECTS AND EXAMINATIONS AND OTHER ASSIGNMENTS:

POLICY REGARDING ACADEMICS DISHONESTY

Because this course requires written papers, we are concerned that plagiarism may become an issue. We define plagiarism as the use of another person's words or ideas without giving that person credit in an approved manner. When we suspect a case of plagiarism, we will speak to the student personally and ask the student to redo the paper. If work is not satisfactorily completed, the student will not receive credit for the course. BE SURE TO DOCUMENT YOUR REPORT!!

POLICY REGARDING PARTICIPATION

Participation in class discussions is most important. All participants share responsibility for active involvement in class discussions. A high level of interaction will maximize the learning of all. This will necessitate reading of the text and other sources relating to programs for young children.

POLICY REGARDING EXAMINATIONS

Exams will be based on ALL information assigned in the course. This includes the text, lectures, discussions, video tapes and written and oral reports. Details of exams will be discussed in class prior to exams.

POLICY REGARDING LATE ASSIGNMENTS

You are expected to turn in assignments at the beginning of the class session when they are due. Assignments are due on scheduled dates. Late assignments will not be accepted.  If you have a verified University excused absence you may submit your article for discussion by writing a one-page summary of the article and submitting it via email.  
POLICY REGARDING UNANNOUNCED QUIZZES

Unannounced quizzes will be given if the instructor feels that some students are not keeping up with reading assignments. No MAKE-UP quizzes will be given.

Due dates for requirements will be distributed by instructors. Check schedule of classes for due dates.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Each student is expected to attend all class sessions. Unexcused absences will result in a lower final grade.

Absences will be excused for the following reasons:

A.
Personal illnesses

B.
Critical illness or death in the immediate family

C.
Such severe weather conditions as to make travel hazardous

D.  
If you are absent more than a total of three  times, you may either drop the class or receive a final grade of F.
Social Justice:

This college has made a commitment to social justice.  No one will be discriminated against on the basis of race, sex, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, social class, or differing viewpoints.  Each student will be viewed as a valuable part of this class.

Disabled Students:

“Policy for Students with Disabilities: Marshall University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with physical, learning and psychological disabilities.  University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with disabilities to contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS) in Prichard Hall 117, phone 304 696-2271 to provide documentation of their disability.  Following this, the DSS Coordinator will send a letter to each of the student’s instructors outlining the academic accommodation he/she will need to ensure equality in classroom experiences, outside assignment, testing and grading.  The instructor and student will meet to discuss how the accommodation(s) requested will be provided.  For more information, please visit http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact Disabled Student Services Office at Prichard Hall 11, phone 304-696-2271.”

Electronic devices: 

As a courtesy to others in the room, please turn off your cell phone and remove other electronic devices.  If you choose to use the computer for note taking, please speak to me about suitable seating.
SCHEUDULE

This is tentative and subject to the ebb and flow of the class.

	Date
	Topics
	Things that are due

	January 12
	Introduction to language and thinking
	Chapter 1

	January 19
	Martin Luther King Jr. Day- NO CLASS
	

	January 26
	Stage theory (Piaget and Vygotsky)
Multiple Intelligence (Howard Gardner)  
	Chapter 2 summary-Article for discussion

	February 2
	Information Processing
	Chapter 3 summary –Article for discussion

	February 9
	Cross-cultural theories of development
	Chapter 4 summary-Article for discussion

	February 16
	Examination One (chapters 1-4, articles, lectures, video, etc)
	

	February 23
	Perceptual development
	Chapter 5 summary-Article for discussion

	March 2
	Language development
	Chapter 6 summary-Article for discussion

	March 9
	Memory development and Concept Development
	Chapter 7 and 8 summary-Article for discussion

	March 16
	Examination Two (chapters 5-8, lectures, video, etc)
	

	March 23
	Spring Break
	[image: image1.wmf]  Have fun!!!!!

	March 30
	Social cognition
	Chapter 9 summary-Article for discussion

	April 6
	Problem solving and academic skills
	Chapter 10 and 11summary-Article for discussion

	April 13
	Preparation for presentations
	

	April 20
	Presentation of projects
	Chapter 12 summary

	April 27
	Presentation of projects
	

	May 4
	Presentation of projects
	Take home final is due
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