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Journal Five
Our class speakers were Egnor Clark and his wife Miho.  They were very informative and fun.  Though I’ve been to Japan, I learned more about traditions.  I wish I’d known about the gestures before I visited Miho’s country.  When I sat in on a Japanese language course, my instructor explained that much of the communication from men, came in the form of guttural noises or grunts.  I guess that’s part of the “mind reading” aspect of partner communication of which Miho spoke.  Our reading selection spoke of indirect or inferred communication and this knowledge would be very important to a counselor.  However, from personal experience with a Japanese girl in the university, I suspect that young people outside of their own culture are more open.  I guess this is a result of acculturation.
In reading chapter 13, I learned that Asian culture is based on interdependency.  I think that Asians and West Virginians share their love of family and willingness to care for the elderly, but I’m afraid this attitude is probably fading in both cultures.
