2/18/08
Whitney Eskew

Journal Four
Our guest speaker was very gracious.  I was immediately aware of similarities between our cultures: Latino and Appalachian.  I’m sure it was tough letting her daughter move back, but I think she did the right thing considering how difficult it is just growing up in one’s own culture.  
When I was a kid we moved to the country and one of our new neighbors lived in a family where the women always served the males.  At dinner, the mother would stand to the right, rear of her husband and hand him dishes as he filled his plate.  She waited until he was done to serve herself.  I thought this was very strange and unnatural. 
In chapter ten I learned that most Latino/as share a history of colonization and harbor resentment towards the U.S. for oppressing them.  I knew that we had taken Texas, but I was unaware that we had actually stolen a third of Mexico and that it now comprises the whole U.S. Southwest.
