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Journal Two
In reading our text I found Case Study One (Chpt. 4, pg. 70) to be especially informative.  What it revealed about Hispanic culture and its emphasis on male leadership, as well as involvement of God-parents gives helpful insight.  In my opinion, there are parallels in Appalachian/West Virginian culture.
Our speaker was excellent!  His information concerning “outing” people to them hit a chord.  In the past I’ve playfully told my neighbor he’s gay though he denies it.  We both belong to a liberally minded social group containing gay members so I didn’t think such a suggestion would be upsetting.  Of course, when I consider that not being a heterosexual male in today’s society could make my friend feel uneasy I can understand why he would get annoyed.  As our speaker pointed out, people feel that they know themselves better than others can.  As my friend considers himself a “manly” man and has stalked ex-girlfriends he would naturally resent my suggesting he’s gay.  I’ve been cruel in arguing his orientation.
